5, Larkin factory shipping office, © and F buildings, 1g01. (The Larkin Idea, May= November 1g01, Pp. 40) 


6 Larkin factory In-Mail Department, e and F buildings, 1901. (The Larkin Idea, May~ November 1901, p. 37) 
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60 Metal desk with magnesite panels. (Courtesy The 
Frank Lloyd Wright Memorial Foundation) 


in metal, an additional fireproofing measure. Three 
different types of desks and four different types of 
chairs, as well as filing cabinets and lighting fixtures, 
were fabricated to Wright's designsby the Van Dorn 
Iron Works of Cleveland, Ohio.* The rectangul 
chairs and desks were made of folded and punched 
sheet steel riveted somewhat like the framing of 
building. The freestanding office chairs with cast 
iron bases (see Fig. 49) were exceptionally he 
Wright was proud of the easy cleaning made poss 

by his design for folding chairs that cantilevered from 
most metal desks (Figs. 61, 62), but in use these ch: 
allowed only a limited arc of movement and may h 


been uncomfortable over the course of a full work 


day. Wright's three-legged office chair was so unst: 
ble-that it became known as the “suicide cha 
mong office personnel. These problems led to a 
minor insurrection in 1913 when some department 
heads threatened to import more comfortable 
wooden chairs on their own. The Larkin exec 

re able to quell rising, but it indicates t 


Wright conside ‘arance before 


urniture ¢ 


61 Metal desk with attac 


hed chair in open position 


folded. 
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FOURTH FLOOR 


37 Fourth-floor schematic plan of mail room setting 
arranged by States. (Drawn by James Cahill) 


SECOND FLOOR 


THIRD FLOOR 


38 Third-floor schematic plan showing location of 
In-Mail Department and mail-order state groups. (Drawn 
by James Cahill) 
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BASEMENT LEVEL 


MAIN BLOCK 
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§ The Larkin complex, postcard view, ca. 1915, 


Seneca Street elevation, second set of preliminary 


9 Larkin Administration Building, Seneca Street eleva 10 
tion, first set of preliminary drawings, carly 1903 

C. Manson, Frank Lloyd Wright to 1910: The First Ge 
Age, New York, 1958, Fig. 96x) 


drawings, early igog. (6 The Frank Lloyd Wright 
Foundation, 1987. Courtesy the Frank Lloyd Wright 


Memorial Koundation) 
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Larkin Building: cut-away 
drawing showing location of 
main air-ducts. 


Fresh air intake 
2. Tempered air distribution 
3. Foul air and exhaust 
4. Utilities duct 
5. Tempered air outlet grilles 
under edge of balconies 
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791 Larkin Building and plan 
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